
Livestock and Dairy 
Development 

Structural  and Policy Challenges Affecting 
Production of Small Stocks in Malawi 

 
Liveness J. Banda & Timothy N. Gondwe  

Lilongwe University of  Agriculture and Natural Resources  

ljbanda@bunda.luanar.mw   

 

Presentatio n made at Livestock and Dairy Development Workshop, 17 March 

2016, Segeccoa Golden Peacock Hotel, Lilongwe  

mailto:ljbanda@bunda.luanar.mw


Livestock within the 
Agriculture Sector 
 

ÅSmallholder Sector dominates the Malawi 
agriculture ~ 80% 

ÅThe sector is associated with low input- low 
output, mixed crop-livestock production systems 

ÅIn the wake of climate change and challenges, 
small stock play a crucial role to mitigate the 
effects 



Small Stock Under 
consideration 
ÅGoats 

ÅSheep 

ÅPigs 

ÅChickens 

ÅOthers are in non-conventional category such 
as 
ÅDucks 
ÅGuinea Fowls 
ÅRabbits 
ÅGeese 



Importance of Livestock  

ÅIs evidenced by (Table 1) 
Åincreased demand for livestock products 

ÅRecognized tool to support communities by NGOs  

ÅIncreased livestock based businesses ï piggeries, 
layers, broilers, quails 

ÅIncreased SH farmers involvement in informal marketing 
of small stock ï particulary local chicken, goats 

 

ÅPopulation trends also point to increased small stock 
numbers and hence, their importance 

 



Table 1: 2014/2015 Livestock production 
estimates  

 COMMODITY  2013/14 2014/15  % Change  

 ALL CATTLE             1,316,799             1,398,376                         6.14  

 BEEF CATTLE             1,252,420             1,326,524                         5.92  

 DAIRY PURE                    14,710                    16,274                         5.96  

 DAIRY CROSSES                    49,669                    55,578                      11.90  

 GOATS             5,882,106             6,545,306                      11.27  

 SHEEP                 269,830                 275,537                         2.12  

 ALL PIGS             3,128,599             3,645,626                      16.53  

 INDIGENOUS PIGS             2,711,625             3,158,422                      16.48  

 SMALL SCALE EXOTIC                 401,622                 467,896                      16.50  

 COMMERCIAL EXOTIC                    15,352                    19,308                      25.77  

 ALL CHICKENS           68,177,602           78,121,449                      14.59  

 INDIGENOUS CHICKENS           31,712,686           38,737,881                      22.15  

 BROILERS           28,542,805           30,303,368                         6.17  

 LAYERS             7,050,649             8,050,593                      14.18  

 BLACK AUSTRALORP                 871,462             1,029,607                      18.15  

 RABBITS             1,330,252             1,408,506                         5.88  

 DOVES/PIGEONS             3,798,968             4,329,299                      13.96  

 DUCKS             1,504,155             1,764,117                      17.28  



Population trends of different livestock species in 
Malawi ~ small stock dominating by numbers 
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Key drivers to growth in livestock 
populations 

ÅIncreasing human population (2.8% per 
annum, NSO, 2010) 

 

ÅIncreased urbanization (4.28% per annum, 
NSO, 2010) 

 

ÅIncreased  household income that induces 
demand for livestock products(Delgado et 
al., 1999; 2003; NSO, 2008)  

 



Key drivers to growth in 
livestock populations 

ÅAn enabled national livestock policy that 
provides direction for livestock development 
in Malawi 
Åimproved and good management practices 

including disease control resulting into more 
births than deaths 

Åhigh breeding prolificacy in pigs and good 
control of ASF 

Åimprovement in the control of Newcastle 
disease through expanded vaccination 
programme 

 



Key drivers to growth in livestock 
populations 

ÅIncreased involvement of NGOs in 
implementing livestock projects has 
increased the number of players in 
livestock development 

 

ÅRecognition of livestock as a tool to 
alleviate poverty, diversify income, and for 
enhancing food security within rural growth 
sector ~ leads to projects integrating 
livestock, especially goats and chickens 
 



 
Distribution of livestock species by 
ADD for Year 2014/2015 

 
VIt is evident  that  all  major  species  of  livestock  are  available  

country  wide  

VThis means  each  species  can  be  promoted  in all  regions  of  Malawi  

Source :  DAHLD Census (2015) 
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 Cattle              
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184,914  

 Goats               
108,117  
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414,661  

 Sheep                   
7,985  
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7,746  

 Pigs               
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Chickens  

         
2,197,006  

         
2,995,214  

    
7,031,342  

       
27,040,400  

          
1,554,015  

    
10,880,309  

        
25,278,173  

          
1,144,990  



Even pigs show increasing trends in all agro-
ecological zones 

Source: Adapted from 

APES Data 
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Livestock and Resilience: Higher contribution of livestock 
to household income leads to less dependence on non -
farm source (CISONECC 2014)  
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ÅNon -farm sources of income 

are more of coping 

strategies than usual 

livelihood  

ÅLivestock reduces 

dependence on non -farm 

income livelihood  
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Goats and chickens  

contribute more to 
income and equity  



However é. 

ÅGrowth potential not fully exploited 

ÅCurrent increases based on widening 
ownership, productivity remains low 

ÅChallenges include 
ÅProduction systems 

ÅBreeding management  

ÅGenetic resources management   

ÅMarketing environment 

ÅScientific & technological advancement 

ÅPolicy environment 



Production systems -mainly extensive, 

limited feed resources unlikely to meet 

requirements, uncontrolled breeding 



Tethering ï protects crops, limits 

mating and feeding 



Herded grazing by kids ï inadequate 

management, negative on child education 



Free range ï considered a threat to crops, 

limited feed resources 


